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Edward Said's reference to exile as an experience that “strangely compels us to think,”
although terrible to live through, an incurable fracture, is well known. For the author,
in his “Reflections on Exile” (Said, 2003), the difference between the exiles of
yesterday and those of our time is one of scale. Since the 20th century, we have been
living in an era of mass displacement. However, when the scale of the phenomenon on
the international level changes, in the post-war period, the ways of naming it, and,
thus, of categorizing it also changes to make it intelligible.

The proposal for this dossier arises from our own ongoing research and the maturing
of discussions that have been taking place among its proponents in the field of
research on memories of exile during the Latin American military dictatorships. Thus,
our own insertion in this debate stems from this historical period, in which the
experience of exile was a fundamental turning point between revolutionary and
humanitarian values. The incorporation of new repertoires, such as feminism, and new
forms of political action, such as testimonial expression, are examples of this scenario.
In addition, we hope that the dossier will receive articles related to other historical and
ethnographic contexts, such as dictatorships in Africa, Europe, and Asia, as well as
situations of armed conflict and genocide, taking the anthropological concept of
“exile” as the center of reflection.

Marking the 60th anniversary of the military coup in Brazil in 2024, we invite
authors to question the absence, or nebulous presence, of the category of exile in
anthropology, as well as to present analyses of the ways in which exile is inscribed in
the lives of individuals and communities and gives rise to memories. From this
perspective, we seek to bring together works that aim to understand the forms that
forced displacement practices take in contemporary societies; the modes, languages,
and circumstances in which experiences of exile are expressed; generational
specificities in the ways of experiencing exile; and differences and particularities in
relation to returning or not returning to the territory of origin. We hope that the
sources of the research will be heterogeneous, including literary, artistic, and
audiovisual materials, interviews, and ethnographic fieldwork.



